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ABSTRACT

In the developing cities: there is an increasing concern on the causal
factors of poor-quality public spaces. One such a situation is the
uncontrolled and unfit developments that make the historical places
incoherent and illegible to the pedestrians. This research with a
psychological approach aims to evaluate the understanding of
people who living in historical context from the urbanism using a
cognitive map. Cognitive map can be used as a reliable method to
evaluate the legibility of elements of the historic context of the city
to improve the structure of cognitive maps:« place of interview and
sampling criteria. In this study about 40 residents of the historic
context in the city center of Tabriz were selected by random
sampling to draw cognitive maps.Findings show that
communication nodes are according to observers’ attention because
of its central location and important functions for the pedestrian
move and under the influence of density and a variety of activities
at the nodes and surrounding areas. Image of the city due to the
continuity of urban settlement relatively can be stable and making
the identity. The results show that the most important legibility
elements in mental cognition of residents in historical context are
nodes which have been identified based on historical« activity-
based« commercial and communicative characteristics.
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This study shows that legibility is one of important characteristics of making a coherent environment in the historical
context of the city of Tabriz. The result of findings emphasizes on the need for rebuilding and taking care of nodes as
a characteristic of place making in the historical context in the city center. Aligned with this¢< the planners and urban
designers should make use of the potential of these elements in making the cities more attractive and legible for users.
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