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ABSTRACT

Balancing citizens’ social lives and creating a peaceful urban environment are essential components of
building a human-centered city. In this context, pedestrian thoroughfares play a fundamental role in
enhancing social livability. Today, the vibrancy of urban public spaces has become one of the most
important indicators of quality of life in cities. Pedestrian streets, in particular, serve as key social
intersections that can bring excitement and vitality to central urban areas, encourage voluntary public
engagement, and ultimately contribute to the sustainability of urban centers.This research aims to
investigate the role of pedestrian thoroughfares in promoting social interactions, a sense of place
attachment, and urban tourism. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the study is applied in
nature. The statistical population includes all residents of Tabriz city, with a sample of 384 individuals
selected using Cochran’s formula. For this purpose, the Tarbiyat Pedestrian Axis—one of the city’s
pedestrian zones with diverse commercial and tourism potential—was chosen to examine the status of
social interactions, citizens’ sense of place attachment, and attractiveness. The findings indicate a positive
and significant impact of the Tarbiyat Pedestrian Axis on increasing the sense of place attachment among
Tabriz residents. Being in this space fosters feelings of security, vitality, and identity. Based on the data
presented in the table below, the analysis of variables related to social interactions, place attachment, and
tourism by gender reveals that only the correlation between gender and sense of place attachment is
statistically significant. Among women, the sense of place attachment to the Tarbiyat Pedestrian Axis in
the Tabriz metropolis is reported to be higher than among men
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Extended Abstract:

Introduction

Balancing citizens’ social lives and fostering a peaceful urban environment are
essential components of creating a human-centered city. In this context, pedestrian axes
play a fundamental role in enhancing social livability. Today, the vibrancy of urban public
spaces is considered one of the most important indicators of quality of life in cities.
Pedestrian streets, as key social intersections, can inject excitement and vitality into
central urban areas, encourage voluntary public engagement, and ultimately contribute to
the sustainability of urban centers. This research aims to examine the role of pedestrian
axes in promoting social interactions, a sense of place, and urban tourism.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and is applied in nature. Data
were collected through field studies, including questionnaires and direct observation.
Additionally, documentary and library research was conducted to extract indicators
related to social interactions and livability. The statistical population comprises all
citizens of Tabriz, with a sample size of 384 individuals determined using Cochran’s
formula. Sampling was conducted randomly among citizens present along the Tarbiyat
Pedestrian Axis. Data analysis was performed using SPSS software, employing ANOVA
and T-tests to assess the status of each component.

Results and Discussion

Urban prosperity and livability are influenced by multiple factors. One significant
contributor to social livability in the Tabriz metropolis is the pedestrian infrastructure—
particularly the Tarbiyat Pedestrian Axis, which is notable for its historical character and
long-standing presence. The findings of this study indicate that the Tarbiyat Axis plays a
meaningful role in enhancing social interactions among citizens. Furthermore, the study
explores the axis’s impact on residents’ sense of place attachment. Results show a positive
and significant relationship between the pedestrian environment and increased place
attachment among Tabriz citizens, who report feelings of safety, vitality, and identity
when present in this space. In today’s fast-paced world, individuals seek environments
that reflect their identity and provide a sense of belonging. Public spaces like the Tarbiyat
Pedestrian Axis fulfill this need. Beyond fostering social interaction and place
attachment, the axis also plays a vital role in attracting both domestic and international
tourists. Evaluations highlight the area’s historical architecture, preserved facades,
diverse urban elements, and a wide array of commercial centers as key factors
contributing to its popularity, making it one of the most visited areas in Tabriz.

Conclusion

The study confirms a positive and significant impact of the Tarbiyat Pedestrian Axis on
enhancing the spatial belonging of Tabriz citizens. The space fosters a sense of security,
vibrancy, and identity. Analysis of variables such as social interaction, spatial belonging,
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and tourism—disaggregated by gender—reveals that only the correlation between gender
and spatial belonging is statistically significant. Notably, women report a higher sense of
spatial belonging to the Tarbiyat Pedestrian Axis compared to men.
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