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ABSTRACT

This study adopts an urban design approach to comparatively analyze post-war reconstruction in two case studies:
Khorramshahr (Iran) and Dresden (Germany). A combined theoretical framework integrating the Historic Urban
Landscape (HUL), Heritage-Based Urban Reconstruction (HBUR), and Assemblage Urbanism was employed to
examine spatial continuity, heritage-oriented governance, and the revival of social life. Data were gathered from official
documents, historical maps, and pre- and post-war images, then systematically coded in ATLAS.ti. Major projects were
selected in each city—Neumarkt Square and Axis, Frauenkirche Church, and Rampische Street in Dresden, versus
Motahhari Square, Jame Mosque, and the War Museum in Khorramshahr and evaluated through a five-level weighted
scoring method. Results reveal a considerable gap: Khorramshahr’s weighted mean score was 1.6/4 compared to
Dresden’s 3.6/4. The largest deficiencies occurred in fabric continuity (HUL) and reactivation of social life
(Assemblage). Dresden successfully restored its “sense of place” through controlled fagade reconstruction, active
public participation, and the integration of cultural functions, whereas Khorramshahr remains largely confined to
physical repair. The study recommends mapping heritage values, creating continuous street-wall edges around main
squares and axes, involving stakeholders in decision-making, and initiating socio-cultural and economic catalyst
programs to move from minimal reconstruction toward comprehensive, sustainable urban regeneration.
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Extended Abstract:

Introduction

This article offers a comparative urban-architectural reading of post-war reconstruction in Khorramshahr (Iran) and
Dresden (Germany). We posit that successful recovery hinges on three intertwined vectors: (i) urban fabric continuity
and legibility (Historic Urban Landscape—HUL), (ii) heritage-based governance and decision-making (HBUR), and
(iii) the re-assembly of social-spatial-economic life (Assemblage Urbanism). By juxtaposing emblematic projects in
both cities, the study seeks to clarify why some interventions merely “repair” while others truly “reanimate” the city
and its memory.

Methodology

The research is applied, descriptive—analytical, and comparative. Sources include official reconstruction reports,
planning documents, archival maps, and pre/post-war aerial and street imagery. Textual data were open-coded and
thematically aggregated in ATLAS.ti around three axes (HUL, HBUR, Assemblage). Six representative projects were
evaluated with a transparent five-point rubric (0—4) and theoretical weights: in Dresden—Neumarkt Square,
Frauenkirche, and Rampische Strasse; in Khorramshahr—Motahhari Square, the Grand Mosque, and the War Museum
in Kuye-e Taleghani. Scores for each axis were combined into weighted project means and then averaged at the city
level to enable cross-context comparison. The evaluative lens captures not only physical repair but also governance
quality, stakeholder participation, ground-floor activation, and return of population and urban rituals.

Results and discussion

Results reveal a marked performance gap. Khorramshahr’s weighted mean across projects is 1.6/4, whereas Dresden’s
reaches 3.6/4. The largest shortfall in Khorramshahr lies in HUL—fragmented street networks, inconsistent building
lines and heights, and incomplete edge-making around key public spaces. Assemblage scores are also modest: limited
ground-floor vitality, delayed population return, and weak programming of public life. By contrast, Dresden’s
Neumarkt demonstrates controlled fagade reassembly, height discipline, and public-realm coherence; Frauenkirche
exemplifies critical restoration anchored in archival evidence and broad civic fundraising; Rampische Strasse shows
consistent grain, rhythms, and mixed uses conducive to neighbourhood life. In Khorramshahr, Motahhari Square
remains an underperforming new insertion rather than a historically anchored urban “knot”; the Grand Mosque’s
stepwise restoration has not been matched by an integrated public-space design to re-stitch the surrounding fabric; the
War Museum does activate memory yet lacks fully continuous spatial connections and sustained socio-economic
catalysts in its catchment.

Conclusion

The comparison indicates that moving from minimal physical reinstatement to full urban reactivation requires
synchronising three agendas: (a) fabric continuity and coherent frontage design (HUL), (b) inclusive, heritage-literate
governance with design review and citizen finance (HBUR), and (c) social-economic programming that animates
streets and squares (Assemblage). Dresden’s pathway—phased plans, evidence-based reconstruction, fagade control,
and public participation—reconstituted both morphology and meaning, restoring “sense of place” alongside tourism
and cultural economies. For Khorramshahr, priority actions are: (1) a citywide heritage values map and design-review
mechanisms; (2) continuous edge-making and pedestrian connectivity around Motahhari Square and the Grand
Mosque, complemented by lighting and urban furniture for safety and legibility; and (3) cultural and market-based
activators (events, local commerce, ground-floor incentives) around the War Museum and adjoining streets to
accelerate population return and everyday use. Implemented together, these steps can shift Khorramshahr from
patchwork rebuilding to participatory, multi-scalar regeneration—aligning physical restoration with identity recovery
and socio-economic resilience.
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