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ABSTRACT

Contemporary urban spaces, particularly in metropolises,
have increasingly transformed into platforms for negotiating
diverse identities under the pervasive influence of advertising,
commercial  hubs, and consumer-driven architectural
paradigms. This study investigates the sociospatial implications
of such architecture and its semiotic manifestations across two
distinct urban zones - Kianabad and Zeytun- examining their
evolutionary trajectories and formative mechanisms. Through
an analysis of consumerist architecture’s impact on urban
identity, the research aims to formulate preservation
strategies for spatial authenticity while elucidating its broader
societal ramifications. A mixed-methods framework was
employed, combining semi-structured interviews with 60
residents (30 per district) and region-specific
questionnaires  distributed to 384 randomly sampled
participants. Quantitative and qualitative analyses were
conducted wusing statistical tests (T-test) and specialized
software (MAXQDA, SPSS, PLS) to assess consumerism’s role
in eroding place identity. Results demonstrated marked
divergence:  Kianabad  exhibited pronounced  identity
erosion characterized by homogenized landscapes and
diminished  authenticity, = whereas = Zeytun  maintained
resilient localized identity markers despite consumerist influences.
The findings highlight the geographically mediated nature of
architectural consumerism, advocating for policy
frameworks that prioritize contextualized urban governance
to counter identity fragmentation.
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